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WHY WE ARE ALLOWED TO DRIVE AT 
THE TENDER AGE OF 17 
I've always been amazed that people are allowed to hold a driver's licence to maim and 
kill at the tenderly irresponsible age of 17. 
There was a time in Australia in the late 1960s when you couldn't vote or drink in a pub 
until you were 21 but could kill poor Vietnamese civilians and do the same ro your fellow 
countrymen and women while behind the wheel of a car. 
The blame for this can be squarely placed at the feet of Sid Hoskins (or so says The 
Hoskins Saga -p. 113): 
"Some time in 1909 when the Superintendent of Traffic, Mr Alf Edward, was visiting the 
Hoskins family at Lithgow, he mentioned that a driving test for a motor license was to be 
made compulsory, with perhaps a minimum age of twenty. Upon hearing this, Sid 
protested strongly, saying that he was only seventeen and had been driving cars for years. 
He begged the Superintendent to make seventeen the age limit, which he did!" 
joseph Davis 
WOLLONGONG'S ONLY HERITAGE TOILET 
Lenny Ann Lowe, writing in the May 24th, 1997 edition of the Sydney Morning Herald's 
Good Weekend Magazine (p.12) identified Wollongong's Regent Theatre as possessing a 
"women's loo ... with 1950s dazzle". 
Although I've never been inside, next time I'm at the theatre I'm getting one of my daugh-
ters to run straight for the women's toilet on the mezzanine level so that I can see inside. 
Lowe lists this fadlities at the top of her list of "five conveniences with character" and 
claims "you'll find pink 'resting' seats in the powder room, generous mirrors and bulb 
lighting to assist the complexion." 
